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	A stockholder is considered a true owner of the company in which he/she owns common shares. Therefore, any common stockholder has certain rights and privileges that are contained in the laws that govern that company. The most important rights include the right to vote in general meetings, a sense of influence and control on how the company is managed, and the right to share in the company’s assets, profitability, and income (Strine, 2017). 
           It is with no doubt that the most important right for common shareholders is the right to vote in a company’s general or annual meetings. Every common shareholder is entitled to vote via a proxy or in person. A vote must be cast before any major shift or change can take place in any publicly traded company. It happens that each vote that a common stockholder hold is equated to one share (Bernstein, 2018). Therefore, stockholders who own a large number of shares have a greater influence than those who hold fewer shares.  The fewer shares a stockholder has, the less the power to vote, claim assets, and negotiate changes.
           In the largest corporations, half of the company’s shares are mostly owned by the majority shareholder. Therefore, the majority shareholder has much power and privileges. The rest are distributed among other stakeholders, in which there is still dominance. Those with the most shares vote more and attend more meetings. Those with fewer shares vote less and attend few meetings.
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